D Faure’s Notes from 2001

3.8.01

We went to the Yang Family Ancestral Hall at Lutijian Cun. Were told story of founding of hall in Yuan, a version of same having been written up and included in exhibits. Yang You in the Yuan was out hunting and chased a deer to this place. He dug into the ground and found a stone representation of the deer. The deer, as we learnt later, was associated with the fortune of the village. It appeared again recently when the road paid for by Taiwan man, Mr Yang Qingqin, was being built. It was said to have been sighted by a named local man, although not the one who told us the story.

The buiildings have been much repaired and rebuilt. The layout is still fairly obvious: the ancestral hall faces a stage, and a temple faces another stage (this one is all new but might be rebuilt, known as the 盛华舞台). The ancestral hall is approached by a flight of steps and a middle chamber before one reaches the court to one end is the hall housing the figurines of the Yang family generals and the builders of this complex. In the middle chamber are set into the walls four tablets, dated Tongzhi 10, Daoguang 28, Tongzhi 4, and Daoguang 戊申. Donors noted come from several counties, including Wutai and Fanshi. 

A side hall at the court now house the six historical tablets from the Yuan to the Jiajing periods. In the middle of the court is the stone depiction that Yang You excavated in the Yuan, and it stands on a stone with a Yuan dynasty inscription and drawings of animals. Mr Li Dongdong read all the characters and made me a copy, but I notice there are small characters which are quite illegible and left out.

The upper floor of the temple is devoted Guandi and the Erlang shen on the side facing the stage and to Guanyin on the reverse side, facing the village. The lower floor is devoted to Wenshu. Around the corner towards the back is a shrine for the daxian ye, whom Mr Yang, who looks after the temple, said was prayed to for cures in disease. There is theatre on 9th of the third month on the occasion of Yang Ye’s birthday, and 15th of first month for new year celebration. Mr Li Dongdong said all of Daixian celebrates the 15th day of the first month.

We bought some embroidered slippers and were shown a genealogy compiled recently. I was allowed to copy several pages. I asked if there was a grave nearby -- I think I was misunderstood. The elderly man in his seventies said he had seen it when he was small, but I think he meant something else because he said that in the context of the graphic representation of the ancestral hall in the genealogy. He maintained that the first ancestor to settle was the 14th, whose graves are recorded on a page of the ancestral hall.

We went from there to Yang Qilang’s grave and shrine. That was hardly 5 minutes drive. It was in an area that Mr Zhang, now Xinzhou zhuren but former Daixian xianzhang, said was made up of Dongliu shu and Xiliu shu, and he said that had something to do with families of garrison troops. The driver Mr Zhao said the grave was 3 Km. from the ancestral hall. It is located right on the border of Daixian and Fanshi. 

There is an old grave that forms the centre and there were other old graves around, hence the statue of an official moved here from supposedly the grave of Yang somebody’s mother. A Jianqing/Qianlong tablet notes that the grave was set up earlier. 
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There are recent graves outside. I think this is a nineteenth century graveyard.

